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Applying GIS Technology in
Buddhi.st Digital Archive Projects

>k

Jen-jou Hung?, Marcus Bingenheimer ™, Bo-yong Zhang ™,

Jhih-sian Lee "™, Ren-shun Hung *****

Abstract

Thevpresent study considers two dimensions of archive digitization. One is the
preservation of the cultural heritage materials in their original conditions. The other, which
is a far more important contribution, consists of valuable applications based on the provided
meradata and the original text. Recently, the content of many Buddhist digital archive projects
processed in our university were found to contain a considerable volume of geographic data,
through which we arrived at the idea of introducing the geographic information system (GIS)
to the digitization of Buddhist archives. By combining GIS with the digitization of Buddhist
archives, information can be presented visually to form new insights. In the current essay, we
introduce several GIS-related digitization projects and discuss the function and effects of the
application of GIS in each project. We expect that sharing our experiences and the results,
particularly the advantages of GIS technology in digitization of Buddhist archives will benefit

other digital archive projects.
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*** IT Specialist, Library and Information Center, Dharma Drum Buddhist College.
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